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c.D. 4

BOARD OF RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSIONERS

SUBJECTT GRIFFITH OBSERVATORY . SCHEDIILE OF RATES AND FEES -

AMENDMENT FOR OBSERVATORY EVENI USE, PLANETARIUM SHOW,
AND \TSITOR ACCESS PROGRAM

M,Shu l l

Approved DisapFoved Withdlawlr

RBCOMMENDATION:

That theBoardl

1. Approve an amendmont to the Schedule ofRates and Fees to €steblish rovised policies and
fees for the Griffrth Obser'r'atory ilr preparation for rcopening, as outlined in the body of this
r€port and specified in Attachmdnt A, and audlorize staff to make the changes effective
imnediately;

2. Apprcve a molatorium on Standard Use rental ofth€ Observatory for the remaiDder ofthe
fiscal year, th$ugh Juoe 30, 2007; and,

3 . Authorize the Friends Of The Observatory (FOTO) to produca the Calactic Gala and the
Official Opeldng Ceremonies, in collaboration with other non-profit organizations or
financial sponsors, and in conformarce with the sperial use provisions established for FOTO
in the prcposed amendmont to the Schedule of Rates and Fees, without the two evelts
constituting a use of the Obs€rvatory as allowed amually.

SUMMARYi

In preparation for the !€opening of Griffith Observatory targeted for the beginning of NoveDrber
2006, staffhas undertaken a review oftle use poJicies in place prior to tle clos€ ofthe Observatory
in January 2002. This rcview involved anal)'sis by staffint€rnally, input ftom consultants in evonts
plarning and concession operafons, comparisons with pricing arrd policies instihrted by local
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instilutions of similar prestige and with missions other than events use (including Museum of
Contemporary Art, CaLifomia Science Cente!, Music Center and Disncy Hall, Los Algeles County
Museum of Art, and Getty Musewn), and discussion with the Observatory's non-profit partner,
FOTO. The obj ective ofthe reseaxch and analysis was to both addr€ss the ph)€ical differcnces ofthe
Observatory after the Renovation and Expansion, and to ensure an apprcpriate slate ofpolicies and
fees which prioritize th€ Obseryatory's mission of public access and public astronomy, while
balancing other public and educational use and ensurilg a fair financial retum to contribute to the on-
going operational costs ofthe new Griffith Observatory'

The attaohed policies completely replace the previous sections on gvent use and filrning, and are

organized to ;ddress five areas: (l) general policies which realign the Observatory policies more
closely with other Department facilities; (2) policies relating to FOTO use ard other Special Use
plovisions; (3) fees for rental of various areas; (4) Planetarium admission fees; (5) visitor aocess
charge.

General Informatiol and Policies

These sections establish that the City's contmcted concessionaires have exclusivity, and prohibit

other sales or admission charges. Policies for holdlng resewations, cancellation fees, refiindable
deposits, insurance requirements, afld assessment of additional staffing fees, if necessaxy, are
iniluded in aligff,'ent with other D€parkn'nt rental facilities and special events activities,

Partioularly in consideration ofooncems for event use is a requternent that alcohol service at cateled

events c.nclude by 9:00 p.m., and the stipulation that parking may be ody allowed off-site Useof

the Observatory name, 1ogo, or image is also controlled.

Ncws media continues to be exempt from fees but must cooldinate with the Observatory'

All Facilitios at Griffith Observatory are primarily for use ofthe Observatory in accomplishing its
public educational missio!' and use of facilities by the Obsewatory or Obsewatory-spo$ored
;ctivities takes pdority over other use. With express authorization ofthe Observatory Dteotor, any
facility or combination of facilities within the Gdffith Observatory premises can be utilized
exclusively for Obsewatory or Observatory-sponsored activities in accordance with the

Observatory's mission, at any lime

FOTO and Other Special Usaee

Over the years, FOTO has supported the educational missior of Griffrth Observatory in public

astronomy tldough activities suoh as sponsodtrg lectue series; they have been active participants in

the master plarufng and proj ect planning efforts; and they have aggressively and successfully raised
fimds to complete thc Obseflatory Renovation and Expansion prcject. The proposed Rates andFees
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memorialize past plactices offaoility u$e by FOTO in corhection with Observatory fun&aising and
public outreach, by allowing regular use of some areas and also authorizing limited use of eveot

spaces outside the standard f€es and requirements applied to the general pnblio. This use struchte

conforms to the Memorandum ofUnderstanding recently approved betwe@ the City and FOTO'

Also, majo! donors or organizations directly engaging iII events connected with the obsorvatory

mission are accomrnodated with fees at about on€-third ofthe g€neral publio fees, This conforms to

the general Department practioe ofcharging thre€{imes the non-plofit rate for commercial aotivities'

FOTO has undertaken a leade$hip role in plan]ilg the rcopening Galactic Gala and the Official

Reopening Ceremony, currently patnering with the Los Angcles Spods and Entertaiment

Comrnission to plan the events and rais€ sponsolships to f]nd both events' Any prcceeds remaining

from the r€opening events will be donated to FOTO in conformance with applicable laws and

rcgulations. ihe Gilactic Gala and Offioial Reopening will be handled as any other allowed FoTo

fuidroiriog ot u*"t"n"ss activity under the proposed policy, without deducting from the total events

allowedtoFOTOperyearinanycategory'Asapointofinformation,FOTOwillutitizeoneoftheir
annual fun&aisin; event days in 2007 fof a special event to be granted to the Galactic Gala title

sponsor ($100,000.00 level).

Rental Fees and Parametels

For both Special Use aud Standard Use, redal of any facility spaces ordinarily used in public

oDeratiorc will be permitted only as de$ignated in the rate schedule, generally only when the

Olts"rvatorv is ctos "O to the public art only durhg the Events Season, defned as October 1'r tbrough
April 1'r each year.

> Availabl€ for daily, year round u6o - Conf€rence Room and Classroom (three hour blooks)

! Available for limited, yeariound use - EastTerraoce aft€r 5:00 p m' and Roofbefore 3:00 p m ,
Monday-Thutsday except holidays (five hour blocks)

) Available to schedule during Events Season only when Observaiory is closed - All areas and

combinations of areas, including Terraces at pri4e times, Roof at night' and the entire facility
(twelve hour blocks)

The top charge for Standard outside rental of the €ntire Griffith Observatory facility is $20,000 00'

Costs ior private outside rental ofdiscrcte arcas suoh as thc L.€onard Nmoy Evenl Hodzon theater ot

the Guther Depths of Spaoe range fiom $3,000.00 to $5,000.00, which is highly competitive with

other Inus€um and landmalk venues.

Filming requires mandalory scouts, and the policies include provisiolls restricting timing and

parking, ana lequiring Observatory staffto be plese'nt All flrning use will be atregulax Standard
iJse fees and following the Standard Use, cornrnercial fee schedule'
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In ord€r to Drocess the hiSh numbei ofvisitors exp€cted itr theilst months of olemlion and to allow

;ii;;,-t';f- d;."riatory staff to master building opuations for thelublic prior io focusing on

;;t;;;;;"t;"fuends a moratorium on goneral public rental availabilitv at least throush the

iemainder of the fiscal Year.

Samuel Oschin Planetarium Admission

Frcm a fomer adult rate of $4.00, Senior $3 00, and child $2 00' the- p-ropo€ed.fees axe inqeased

;lhhi; i;'ffi ;; alt" ,-azing technology installed in the new Samuel oschin Planetarium and the

##"#1lll?,;d;, ;;; )Tn ii" i"i'""i,*n"h leprcsents an urpr€cedonted artistic and educational

;reseil;;. i;;il *itt u" $z.oo, s*iott and stud€nts $5 00' and Chil&er $3 00' A school-

;;;;;;;; ;;t "t,h"t the SaLrnuel oschin Planetadum or the LeoDard Nimov Event Hoizon th€atre

#,ii;;i ;;;i#iliithe zooz school year, so a school show price would be prcposed in th€

next fiscal Year.

Visitor Access Manaqement Proeraln Charse

Based on the per pe$on costs plus credit card fees proposed by the contrador aearded the Tirned

irilry ri"."*"'ti",i t"*ice and ihe Shuttle sewice, the cost per peison will be $5 50 for the visitol

i""Jr. oo"to,I" oir"rurvation and shuttle frip to and fiom the Obs€watory' This system is expected

ai""ffi"""iftt""gft *te first full year of operatior! th€n phase out as att€ndance normalizes'

FISCAI IMPACT STATEMENT:

Estimated revenuo for the 2006-2007 fiscal yesr ftom shows.in the Samuel.Oschin Planetarium

(tw€lve shows average per opentrng oay, startmg in Octobcr) is about $4 miilion' which has been

|"","r"i].i" ,rr" Cltf s buaget to offsetih" costs of staff, equipment, and-mat€rials fo! the visitor

,l"ra* ryr"n"g"."ri pagr"-. No ,uu"no" *as ostimated from €v€nts irt the curent fiscal year due

io tfr" op"Iato-n"l ""p."t;tion that no outside events can be accohmodated during th€ hrst months of

heavy public attendance

Eighty percent (8070) oflevenue from evonts fees and admission fees will be deposited dircctly to

if1JC""oul fut a. To meet the requirements ofwarranties on equipment donated by FOTO for the

i-r"JO r"ftft pf*"t.iun and otiter maintenance responsibilities which have evolved from the $93

million building renovation and expansion, 20o% of rwenue is recommended for deposit irl th€

irfi"*"[ff iit"rt"tse accourl this account prcviously accrued fiurds ftom use fees and

concessions fot suppod of the renovatiol and expanslon

Report preparcd by Linda J Badh, Observatory Reoponing Project Manager
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USE POLICIES- GENERAL INFORNTATION

L All cateiing services, including beverages, will be provided by the City's contracted
Concessionaire for Cafq Carts, and Cateling. O{ncial Observatory merchandise is
provided exclusively by the City's contracted Stellar Emporium Concessionaire.

2. Events canbebookedup to one year in advance ody To hold a reservation, 50% of fees
must be paid in fu1l. The total amount of all rental fees and deposits due shall be paid in
fu1lat least 90 days priorto the scheduled date ofuse.

3 . The Observ&tory reserves the right to rcquest advance copies of all publications,
marketing materials, programs, advertisements, or other conlrounications rclating to the
event. Use of the Observatory name, 1ogo, or imagg in any way other than as address or
directional inJormation tequires ooordination with the Observatory through the Events
Office. The City's contracted Concessionaire for the Stellar Emporium is the exclusive
provider of authorized Observatory merchandise.

4. No admission may be charged for events. No auctions or sales on the premises are
pemitted except those conducted by autholized Obseraatory Concessionailes under
contract vr'ith the CitY,

5. For both Special Use and Standard Use, rental of any faoilify spaces ordinarily used in
public operations will be permitted only as d€signated in mte schedule below, generally
only when thc Observalory is closed to the public and only during the Events Seasoo,
defined as October I" thoug! April l" each )€ar'

6, Standard Use Fees include Obsewatory admioistrative costs and event cooldnator costs,
and minimal security and Inaintenance.

7. Additional fees for security, maintenance, parking, technical and interpretive staff, or
other sewices may apply and will be assessed at the discretion ofthe Bvents Office.

8. Insurance may be required. See Insuradce Requirements.

9. A refudable building deposit ofat minimum $400 may be charged depending on scope
of use and areas used, to be set by the Events Office.

10. Sale or dispensing ofalcohol is pemitted in connection with catered activities and special
events only, and must conclude by 9:00 p.m.

11. Pa.rking has limited availability. Vehicle pa*ing or other guest and organizer acc€ss to
the Observatory site is subject to anargement with the Bvents office and may require
offsite parking use and/or additional charges.

72. News media and media wishing to interview Observatory staffmembers arc exempt ftom
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fees. News media must coordinat€ theft ac'tivities thtrough the Obsewatory to €nsure
oralerly presence on the Observatory gounds. Requests fo! interviews with any staff

membei must be requested through the Obsewatory Director, and if apprcved, will be

coordinated ttllough the Bvents Oflice.

CANCELI,ATION FEES

. Cancellation or Postponement within 60 days of €vent 50% of all fees or $150' whiohever

is geater
' Cioellation Prior to 60 daYs $150
. Postponement Prior to 60 daYs $50

OBSERVATORY USE

All Faoilities at Gdtrrth Observatory ar€ primarily for use of the Observatory in accomplisbing it6

public eduoational mission, and use of facilities by the Observatory or Observatory-sponsored

iotivities takas priority over other us€ With expr€ss authorization of the Observatory Director'

any faoility or combination of faciliti€$ within the Griflith Observatory prsmises can be utilized

exclusiveiy for obeervatory or observatory-sponsorod activities in ac'oordance with the

Observatory's mission, at any time,

Ae the designated non-proflt parhrer with the Griffith Observatory FOTO usage in connection
with that ielationship has priolity ov€r all other use exc€pt by the Observatory'

Subject io schedulilg availability in every oase, and in acoordance with existiJrg capaoities,

FOiO is authorized no-charge use of Observatory facilities according to the following sch€dule'

Wi$out limitation as to freque$cy
. Conference Room and Clas$oom

Without limitation as to ftequeflcy, subject to express review and apProval ofthe Observatory
Direotor

. konard Nmoy Evetrt Horizon theater

. Te1€soope Dome with operator

Twelve (12) times per caletdal year, subject io €xpress rcvisw and apprcval ofthe Observatory

Director
. Roof
' East Teraoe
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Six (6) times per calendar y€ar, subject to express review and apprcval ofthe Observatory
Dircctor

. Gunther Depths ofspace (mezzani[g and lower level)

Three (3) times pe! calendar year, subject to express r€view and approval ofthe Observatory
Director

. Exclusive use of fuli building and grounds

Usage must comply with the following criteria.
1. Ioteglal to the purpose ofthe event or activity and the use ofth€ Observatory are goals of

civic r€sponsibility; promotion of science and astronomy; collaboration on issues in
which the Obsewatory has a functional relationship, suoh as eduoation; oelebmtion ofthe
Park, its donor, or the faoility itself; collaboEtion with a donor.

2. Event camot be competitiv€ with the Observatory proglam or frmdraising efforts;
3. Direct costs beyond standard services will be reimbursed to the City,

STANDARD USE PROGR.AM

2U6lo Deparltnent 89, Fund 302, Account 6l0K (Obsenatory Surcharge)

Programs of the Observatory have priority over any other proposed use.

Filming requiles a mandatory scout to be sch€duled by the Obseryatory Events staff at no cbargc.
A seoond scout or iechnical scout will also be acconunodated at no charge. Time for scouts in
addition to the two scouts will be charged at the cunent liLn monitoring rate per hour.
Additional polioies:
. Ioad-in and load-out camot be don€ after 10i30 p.m, or before 6:00 a.m.
. No public parking spaces or argas for transit drop-offand pick-up may be taken during

operating da1's and hours.
. Monitors will be assigned for prep, hold, filrning, and tear down, at the discretion ofthe

Events Office, and charged at the curent film monitoring fee rate.
. A1l filming and photogr4phy pays use fees according to tho schedules below-

Special Use is applicable to a percotl or an entity complying with one of th€ two oategories
below. Special Use is available on weekdap, Monday tluough Friday, except holidays.
. Donor who has contributed at the level of$10,000 for three or mor€ consecutive yea$ or

who has equaled $30,000 in th€ir cumulative donations.
OR

. Meets gll rhe following criteria
l. Plarming and executing the event is subject to r€view of th€ Obs€rvatory.
2. Irtegnl to the purpose ofthe event aqd the use ofths Obseryatory are goals of

. civic responsibiLitg promotion ofscience and astronomlq collaboration on issu€s
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in which ths Observatory has a functional rolationship, such as educalion; or
celebration ofthe Park, its donor, or tlle faciiity itself.

3. Event cannot be competitive with Observatory programs or fuudnisi!8 effolt.
4. Event holder reimburses direct costs to the City.

DaiIJ,, year rca d ura Facility spaces whioh can be used year-round, during regularly staffed
hours, s[bjeot to soheduLing availability. BaBc rental is for a two hour block of time.

Spaoe Capacity Spocial Use All Other Rontal, including
Filming

Conferenco Room 12 $75l$40 ea add hr $225l$120 ea add hr

Clas$room $125/$70 ea add hr 9375/$210 ea add hr

Limllet ),eat rott d ura Facility spaces which can be used Monday-Thursday (rlo holidays) yeax-
round during regularly staffed hours as not€d below, subject to schedutng availability Base rental
is for tlle available block of tim€ (five hours) including ev€nt set up ard t€ax down

Space Capacity Special Use All Other Rental including
FilrninS

East Tenace after 5:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m. only

50 $500 $1s00

Roofbeforc
3:00 p.m. only

t50 $1000 $3000

Avqllable to schedule dwittg Bvents Season ozly, Spaces which can be used when tho
Observatory is olosed to the public, during Eveds Season Octobe. I to April I annually. Total
hours per booking is 12; six for prepa.ation and clean up, six for evgnt. Additional hour6 are
available at the hourly rate.

Space Capacity Special Use All Otho Rental, including
Filming

East Terrace 50 $ I 000/$75 ea add hr
technical staff additional

$3000/$225 ea add hr
technical staff additional

Leonard Nimoy Event
Horizon theater

200 $1000/$75 ea add hr
technical statr additional

$3000/$225 ea add hr
technical staff additioml
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Gunther D€pths of
Space - Mezzauine and
Lower L€vel

350 $ I 750/$ I 25 ea add hr $5000/$375 ea add hr

Roof 150 $l?50/$125 ea add hr $5000/$375 ea add hr

West Terace 200 $1750/$125 €a add hr $5000/$3?5 ea add 1r

Front Lavn 1000 $1750/$125 ea add hr $5000/$375 ea add hr

Sanuel Oschin
Planetarium theater

300 $ I 750/$ 125 ea add hr
+$500 for show

$5000/$375 ea add hr
+$500 for show

All Facilities
Intedor and Extedor

3000 $?500/$500 ea add lu $20,000/$1500 ea add hr

SAMUEL OSCHIN PI-ANETARIT.M SHOWS

20oZ to Dqartnient 89, Fund 302, Account 6l0K (Obsenatory Surcharge)

Standad Discount for promotions -$2.00 adult, no discount for S€niors, Students, Chil&on
. Adults $7.00
. Seniors $5.00
. Students $5.00 (valid, curent school idertification required)
. Children $3.00

Show Bulouts:
No morc than one show can be bought out per pricing period each day.
. Before 6i00 p.m, Monday-Friday except holidays: $1500 per show
. After 6:00 p,m. Monday-Friday, weeks and holidays: $2100 per show

FOTO rcceives standard discount per ticket and firshin theater seating.

VISITOR ACCESS MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Per pe6on charge for visitor access package of timed reseNation and shuttle ticket !o €nd from
Observatory inclusive of all cedit card and other applicable chargcs except mailing fees, if
applicable:

$5.50
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Individual copies $2.50 each

Sub6criptio[s: I Yeer Aeercv Rates
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Back issues ofcurrent yea $2 50 each

Back issues other than crment yearlt $4.00 each
Xerox copy ofout ofprint copies $8.00 each

Board-approved organizations $l.20 each

*Iocludes Caljfomia Sales Tax of8.25 percent
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