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Putting the Brakes  

on Curbside Used Car Sales  
By Todd Leitz, Council District 4 Communications Deputy 
 

THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES IS GETTING CLOSER to banning the sale 

of used cars on the streets of Los Feliz.  Long advocated by the Los 

Feliz Improvement Association and the Greater Griffith Park 

Neighborhood Council, and spearheaded by Councilmember Tom 

LaBonge, the Los Angeles City Attorney is drafting an ordinance that 

would prohibit the sale of used vehicles along Los Feliz Boulevard 

between Vermont Avenue and the Los Angeles River and Franklin 

Avenue between Western Avenue and Normandie Avenue. 

At a recent City Council Transportation Committee meeting, sev-

eral concerned local residents testified about the recent spike in 

parked for-sale vehicles, describing that the problem is getting òway 

out of hand.ó   According to concerned citizens, the practice is dan-

gerous, creates neighborhood blight and impacts the quality of life 

          Councilmember LaBonge 

presented a slide-show and video 

showing the for-sale vehicles all 

along Los Feliz Boulevard.  Also 

shown was a KNBC television 

broadcast of one man selling 

three different cars, who, when 

confronted, claimed that he was 

just washing the vehicles.   

The Committee instructed Deputy City Attorney Mike Nagle to 

draft an ordinance to ban the sale of used cars along impacted 

stretches of Los Feliz Boulevard and Franklin Avenue.   

A November Department of Motor Vehicles raid resulted in multi-

ple citations including two arrests, six misdemeanor citations and 

seven impounded vehicles.  State Assembyman Mike Gatto says, 

òAllowing Los Feliz Boulevard to become a used-car lot would per-

petuate an eyesore, and is unfair to residents and visitors who need 

on-street parking.ó 

(Editorõs Note: LFIA has been pushing for the ban on used-car sales along the 

boulevard for more than five years.  Over the last two years, LFIAõs Transporta-

tion Committee, headed by Michael Widman, has worked assiduously on this 

issue, but the City Attorney held up a solution until Councilmember LaBonge 

recently took charge.) 

The Marshall High School òBig Blue Mó was featured in the last issue of 

the Observer.  Now finished, the beautiful artwork in the official Marshall 

colors embellishes the athletic field wall on the southwest corner of St. 

George Street and Griffith Park Boulevard.   

The community celebration of the Cahuenga Peak acquisition for Griffith 

Park featured (L to R): Department of Recreation and Parks Director Jon 

Kirk Mukri, Parks Commission President Barry Sanders, Councilmember 

Tom LaBonge, Griffith Park advocate Louis Alvarado, major donors Aileen 

Getty, Hugh Hefner, and representatives from the Trust for Public Land. 
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